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AIDS group treasurer quits,
admits federal funds misuse

Prominent rights sctivist
Bill_ Woods ﬂ resigned as
of the Hawan AIDS

Group after sdmit 10
Eroup nmrhl for

I

improvements to his ﬂmtdu
and o Lask group

The | task direciors
have mfi:up a full abdit
of the Nnances for the federal-
ly funded non-profit :mn;y

a discussion fo-
health workera

ommunity News and ¢xecur
uve director of Lhe Gay and
Leshian Education and Advoca-
¢y Foundation, has jong been
AR Ou en advocate on i
EUsE concern 1o the gay
* Commanity.
It's been a very sad ptua-
= ton, and I've been

hirw'ewhor.

David Drusteln, a wiuntm
atterney for the task

————sald - the board learned of the

incident from Cheryl Embry,
Lif l:ndﬂ% “

caLy )

lsland Lifestyle is & monthly
news magacine for the gny mnd
Jeahtan community in [lawall,
and compeles with Woods”
publication, Embry said. She
sadd a al source gave
her copics of Lhree checks
Woods-had writlen for the car

work

Woonds nadmilted 1o writing
five chocks on
8 Lask group ne-
counl worth a
total of more
than 32,000 for
the home Im-

rovements,

Lein maied,

IMrusteln  said
Wonds also s
closed he had
used $1,200 In
funds to buy a fax

Lask
machine lor the Gay and Lew
bian Educalion and Advocac

*Foundation (GLEA). whic
Woods runs. z

On Deec, 20, Woods apalo-

gired 1o the board and agreed
1o resign, and also “agroed 1o
help minimize the damage to
the group and the communily
a% much as powmible,” Brusiein
sald. :
He has tsince used GLEA
funds 1o reimburse the hoard
for the fax machine, and deliv-
ered & 5900 check (o the hoard
max hin first restitution paymenl,
Drustein s,

Woods sald Brustein’s ac-
count was “hasically” correct.
He mald he waa trying to hel
oil, & carpenter, whom
had known for a long Ume,
Wincwla muid Twe haresd o cnre
penter ms n favor when the

The Lask
al tmaﬂ- $30,000 to §40,000,
moat which comes from led-
eral funds, sadd board chatrman
Milton Dimmond. -The federal

ﬁ: ;mmlﬂrmd by the
atale th Department.
The Health Department plans
to nolify the state Allorney
General's office, and it will be
up to the atiornoy gencral 1o
decide if any criminal action
will be taken, Brustein said,

Siate Health Director John
Lewin sald he s walling for o
written report before Laking
any further action.

*Wo're happy :!l::l much a
rapid responsce 1o trregrular-
ities wax effected by the AIDS
Lank . Lewin sl

The task group had all of the

roper accounling and book-

g safeguards in place for

non It organizations, Brus-
nadd.

bera

be political falloul from the In-
cident, particularly  since
Woods has been an en
advocate “who appears [re-
quently In media accounts

Put Damond said he doubls
the incident will do serious
damage 1o the (ask p.
which he sald 12 a e or
ganization. .

The group brings together
various agencies Lhal work on
the AIDS epidemic to exchange
information, he sald, adding:
“Those that know we're doing
a good b, they'll sl know
we re doing a good jobh”

*We hnow whal we're dolng
b wn . e skl “The reason
no other city has iU I8 they
fight wilh cach other.™



Maisox

STILL IN THE WOODS
Dear editor, community, and
friends,

AL last the gay and lesblan
community has proof of the
wrong-doings of Bill Woods.
For all these years ['ve seen a

away 1o a liule corner never o
be heard from or seen again.

I speak from experience
when [ say he has destroyed
organizations by either plant-
ing stories within the organi-
zations about their members
or attending meetings just to
cause 2 disturbance.

Although | am strong and
stuck in there in the face of Mr,
Wood's abuse, many haven't
Some lives will never be the
same again.

One man in our community
has aken both personal and

public. humiliation from Bill. long run, we can all be more

That man is Scott Foster, who  proud of our community here
isamanlamproudiocallmy  in Hawail

friend. He always knew what —Garrett Orsini
Woodswasupio. Hehasgath-  P.S, This is an independent

ered information, creating a
file on Woods, from people
and friends ol the community,

letter and does not represent
the views of any organization/
business or person apan from

many of them scared 10 lend my own.

their name to this file. Many

would be surprised by what  Letter 1o Editor:

this file contains, but Scott has So glad o hear that Bill

always known the score. Woods got caught red-handed!
The investigation is still go-  Many of us know about other

ing on. For twenty years some
of you have trusied Bill and
donated money 10 organiza-

things he’s done, but have had
wrouble proving . He can talk
his way out of anything, so

tiona that Woods has been in-  wateh oul
volved with. The truth must be He is not 1o be trusted as a
old now.

leader in our community. Not
- all gays and lesbians are good
people—some are liars,

Anyone involved in an or-
ganization or who is a com-

munity leader issubjecttoscru-  thicves, and murderers.

tiny and must take the good Mr. Woods, get out of Ha-

wilh the bad. wail. This state’s had &t up to
Thisisonlythe beginningof  our crowns with you and your
a long, hard investigation into  kind of *leadership®

Woods. What's going 1o come — fay Mays

out of this is pot prewty and,

yes, in the shon term & may  P.S. You can forget about my

huntour community, butinthe  future contributions o any
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organization Bill Woods is a
part of

To the Editor—

To me, the single most
heanbreaking aspect of the
enlire prolonged Bill Woods
scenario Is the fact that our
copious warnings \o many in-
dividuals in the community
went unheeded for so very,
very long. Those people need
todo some serious soul search-
ing because anyone whotook
the position of *1 get along
with him,* or “he’s never done
anything 1o me,” is no better
thatthe Germanas living down-
wind from Dachau who, even
after smeiling the bumning flesh
and hair, did nothing—be-
cause “he’s never done any-
thing Lo me."

It was not Bill Woods who
divided and held our commu-

nity back for so long. It was
cred him.

It is very, very sad (o think
of all the wasted time, energy,
and resources that have

been pul Lo use lOWard a more

_".E_B.E?__.. end. This is the
nnnn_.qilq



